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Claire Helman



Shana tova and happy
new year, Kehillah
North London
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 This has been a strange and difficult year,
hasn’t it? I sit here writing to you from my
sister’s study in Jerusalem, having come out
to visit her for the first time since the
pandemic began in March 2020, when I flew
back from yeshiva in Israel to lockdown with
my life partner in Kentish Town.
 
 As we enter 5782, and contemplate what it
means to leave 5781 behind, I can’t help
thinking, if my year was such a wild -- and
sometimes difficult ride -- I am sure we are all
coming to this Rosh Hashanah with different
blessings and burdens.
 
 And even so – or perhaps because of this –
we have many blessings to count.
 
 The statisticians on our Kehillah
Management Committee tell me we grew in
number by leaps and bounds this past year --
and we welcomed two babies. We were also
there for the family of a community member,
Daphne Hart, who sadly passed away at the
age of 90. 
 
 Kehillah doesn’t mean ‘community’ for
nothing.

 On that note, a big thank you to our
wonderful leadership team - our Chair and
the members of the Kehillah Management
Committee - and thanks to our wonderful
administrator, Ashleigh Loeb, and to many
other members, who volunteer their time to
help out at the cheder, to leyn Torah, to set
up and break down kiddush, to *bring*
kiddush, to come to kiddush… Thank you to
the wonderful guest speakers at our
Wednesday evening Adult Education classes
– and to the students who anchor that space
-- and thank you to everyone who celebrated
b’nai mitzvah and baby namings, who taught
Torah portions, who organised services as
wardens and service leaders, who helped to
produce the newsletter, and who take time to
work on all the other aspects of our
community, from the Chesed Care Team and
Tefillah Prayer Group to the Racial and
Climate Justice groups. I could continue to
list, but I won’t. I just want to thank Imogen
Resnick, our departing cheder teacher and to
say that we are in the process of interviewing
a new head cheder teacher.
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 All of which and more you will read it about
in the pages of this newsletter, which
captures so much of what has gone on in
Kehillah North London this past year. I do
hope you will find a place in this coming year
to get more involved, and to see more of
each other.

And what do we have to look forward to in
our future?

In our newly renovated light and airy
Community Rooms, we will soon welcome
back the creche for those aged five and
under, as well as cheder for all age groups.
There will be Shabbat morning services and
b’nai mitzvah; admissions ceremonies for
those becoming Jews; text studies and
Justice Groups; lots of singing, we hope; and
all the Jewish festivals – a Purim spiel, a
Passover Seder, lighting the chanukiot
together in the dark…

In the coming weeks, we will have Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur in the Unitarian
Church on Newington Green. It’s not just a
lovely space, it’s also London’s oldest
nonconformist place of worship! We will also
stream all the major services of the High
Holidays, so everyone can be together at this
time, in person or on Zoom.

 We are in the midst of building a new ark to
hold our Torah scrolls; we are hanging a new
curtain in Community Rooms and soon, our
two Torah scrolls will have matching new
robes.

We even won a £3,000 grant from Liberal
Judaism over Liberal Judaism’s Biennial
weekend, to make our cheder curriculum
stronger, better and more inclusive. We are
doing big things at Kehillah.
 
 I hope to see you soon in good health at
Kehillah North London -- whether that’s
bringing your children to cheder, praying in
our services together, helping us decorate
our sukkah, meeting an old friend at Kiddush
or anything else. 

Please be in touch with me on 0203 951
8113 or RabbiLeah@kehillah.org.uk any time
you’d like to speak or get more involved. 

Shana tova u-metuka! May this coming year
be a sweet and good one.

Rabbi Leah Jordan

SAVE THE DATE 
Induction of Rabbi Leah

Saturday 16th October 10:30am



4

A U T U M N  5 7 8 2

Leaving a congregation I loved, leaving a
clergy team who had been there for my
family through joyous times and sad
moments, was not an easy thing to do. I had
been a member of a reform synagogue for 30
years. They are warm and welcoming. We
have a fantastic group of shul friends. But I
needed a change. I wanted a congregation
that prioritised the things that have become a
major part of my life. I wanted to find a place
where I did not need to choose between my
politics and my people. I was tired of feeling
like I didn’t really belong anymore.

What drew me to Kehillah? The commitment
to anti-racism, the nuanced position on
Israel/Palestine, the celebration of difference
and a commitment to all Jews and their
families, no matter what their background. I
value Kehillah’s commitment to innovation
too – that despite being part of a wider
movement, we can still be ourselves. I hope
Kehillah continues to lead when necessary
and that we never feel we cannot speak out
against injustice no matter what the Jewish
establishment might think.

It has been a turbulent few years for me
personally and the world generally. We have
seen a rise in xenophobia, an othering of
ourselves and our neighbours. Some of us
who are immigrants have questioned our
place in this society, perhaps for the first
time, after many years of living in the UK. So,
renewal for me this Rosh Hashana is
renewing and strengthening my core Jewish
beliefs. Renewal means continuing to align
my Jewish values with my commitment to
supporting the wider community, to being
truly committed to anti-racism and to fighting
for a society based on justice.

NEW BEGINNINGS

Holly Kal-Weiss

Rosh Hashana is about renewal. What better way to renew oneself Jewishly
than to join a new synagogue? Renewal for me this year has meant a move
from Reform to Liberal Judaism. No longer must I focus solely on the wants
and needs of my family. This is my chance to focus on what Judaism
means for me personally. What am I looking for? Who am I? What is
important to me? What do I want to do with this next chapter of my life?
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Tamara Micner

SEEKING JUSTICE
We are thrilled to be celebrating the one-year
anniversary of Kehillah’s Racial Justice
Group. Rabbi Leah, Omar and I formed the
group last summer in the wake of the murder
of George Floyd z”l, the renewed growth in
Black Lives Matter, and the increased
attention on and understanding about the
need to take racism seriously and work on
ending it.
 
In the 10 or so meetings we’ve held this past
year (on Zoom), we have done a combination
of Torah, where Rabbi Leah shares a text
that connects to justice work (from the
Talmud to Ta-Nehisi Coates); Teshuvah,
where we reflect on the ways in which racism
and white supremacy affect and have
affected our lives as white Jews or Jews of
colour; and Action, where we work to make
our community more racially just and a space
which is welcoming and inclusive for Jews
and non-Jews of colour.

Our actions have included updating our
website to reflect the diversity in our
community today, holding a Racial Justice-
themed service during Black History Month
(alongside two Black-led services),
challenging the leadership of Liberal Judaism
to platform speakers who do not advocate
racism towards Palestinians, and releasing a
statement in solidarity with Palestinians
during the recent escalation of violence in
Israel-Palestine

We are aware that the latter may have felt
controversial or uncomfortable for some in
our community, but we have also have heard
from Jews outside Kehillah that they
appreciate our group taking a stand on this
issue.
 
In response to suggested actions in the
Board of Deputies of British Jews’ recent
report on racism in the Jewish community,
we are currently drafting a Code of Conduct
and a Complaints process for Kehillah, and
our Welcoming Committee are meeting to
discuss incorporating anti-racism work into
our wardening at services.
 
The members of our group are Rabbi Leah,
Omar Portillo, Cat Gardner, Joanne Hart,
Vivienne Jackson, Michael Ellman, Simon
Lukes, Simon Falush, Robin Samson and
me. Please get in touch with us if you’d like to
find out more or get involved!



My bat-mitzvah was an incredibly strange and long journey but overall
it was amazing. Covid-19 caused me many troubles regarding
numbers and dates but the amount of support I received from my
friends, family and the entire synagogue was incredible. Everyone
was so patient which therefore made me feel comfortable during my
ceremony. I spent lots of time on everything I had prepared and
although I wasn't pleased with every single aspect, I wouldn’t change
anything. It was truly a once-in-a-lifetime experience.
 
At first, I was slightly upset that I was given such a difficult topic for
my parsha (biblical sexism and promises to God) particularly
considering both my sister, Anna and best friend, Nasdia, got very
well-known passages (Noah's ark and the 10 commandments). I did
however enjoy exploring some of these interesting topics because I
felt as if I could share and develop my more feminist views with the
community and my friends.
 
I will never forget my Bat Mitzvah because it was an experience that
my whole childhood had led up to. I have been a part of this
community since a very early age but my Bat Mitzvah has definitely
brought me closer to the whole community, especially my teachers
and friends, Rob and Omar. 
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Eleanor McKoneF I N D I N G  A  W A Y

I began to engage with Judaism
aged 14 when I attended LJY-
Netzer’s summer camp. Having
been primarily raised by my Irish-
Catholic mother, the other side of
my heritage was relatively alien to
me - the occasional Pesach seder
and Chanukah candle-lighting being
my main reference points for
Judaism. Upon joining LJY-Netzer I
realised I had just missed the boat
for Bat Mitzvah, something that left
me feeling rather short changed.
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As I grew older, I engaged more
and more with my Jewish heritage
and the possibility of an adult Bat
Mitzvah was always at the back of
my mind. Come early 2020 I had
moved to Clapton to form the
Hackney Moishe House, and
realising that Rabbi Leah (who I
already knew and admired from
LJY-Netzer) had been appointed
as Rabbi of Kehillah North
London, I realised my time had
arrived to become Bat Mitzvah.

Fran Kurlansky



This was the first Shavuot event either of us had ever attended.
Rabbi Leah immediately remarked that one of the important
messages of Shavuot is the importance of abandoning our
usual internal divisions and coming together to learn. It was
therefore extremely fitting that we joined with New Stoke
Newington Shul, our Masorti neighbours, to study together. We
were lucky to be treated to three outstanding teachers. First,
Rabbi Leah invited us, via a chevruta style text study, to reflect
on the tension between obligation and choice inherent in the
Jewish people's receipt of Torah at Sinai. Then, Rabbi Roni
Tabick added some colour to the same question with a thought-
provoking lecture, in which he provided some suggestions for
how to approach the concept of obligation in the context of
modernity. Finally, a lay member of NSNS added their own
personal take to the evening's conversation, weaving in their
professional experience working as a clinical psychologist and
an impressive number of rabbinic reflections. We both left the
event feeling intellectually revived and rejuvenated, with a
keener sense of how we might each approach the pull of
obligation inherent in the covenant, in the context of a secular
reality that (often to its great credit) privileges and centres
individual expression as the highest good. We would both be
delighted to attend more joint learning events, so we can
continue to expand our metaphorical tent and thereby our
worlds.
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Emily & Ben

S H A V U O T  A T  K E H I L L A H

Over the pandemic, Leah and I
studied together weekly - first
learning my portion and later
engaging in wider chevruta
together. We both attempted
valiantly to finish Strange Hate
by Keith Kahn-Harris and to not
be completely consumed by the
never-ending onslaught of
lockdowns.

The latter part of my preparations
were guided by Rebekkah Wedell,

 taking my vocal chords for a much
more thorough spin than the daily
sing-in-the-shower. Every step of
my experience was truly
transformative. On the day of my
Bat Mitzvah, 13 years after I would
traditionally have had one, I was
surrounded by all the love and
support I could have asked for. As
my sister so poetically said, I was
marrying Judaism that day. Not only
was it a meaningful personal
experience but I was also humbled
to feel initiated into the community 

I had joined during the pandemic. I
am so excited for what my Jewish
future holds both within this Kehillah
and beyond.
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            I'm Eliott and conversion has 
      been on my mind for a while now 
  but moving from place to place over 
the last few years made it seem
impossible. When I got back to London, 
I did some googling and happened 
upon Kehillah, where I've found a 
  home and a community which has 
     been indispensable during the 
       pandemic. I'm a genocide scholar 
        and I'm about to embark on my 
         PhD, another thing which I've been       
         contemplating with some 
        trepidation for years! My theme 
      (rather than resolution) for 2021 
    was good change and joining 
  Kehillah has been the best 
   change I can imagine. 

We have welcomed many new
members over the past few months.
Here are just a few of their stories.
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N E W  M E M B E R S  O F
O U R  K E H I L L A H

Eliot Hull

          Thank you for the warm welcome to 
        Kehillah. I joined in May after 30 plus years 
      as a member of Finchley Reform Synagogue, 
    and a few years as a member of New North    
   London before that. I was raised in Highland Park,      
  Illinois (a Chicago suburb) as part of the         
 Conservative movement, so when I came to the UK  
 in 1988, it was natural to join a Masorti shul.
Although I love and adore the clergy team and the
congregation at FRS, I have been on a personal
Jewish journey, looking for a place where I don't 
feel the pressure to choose between my 'left' 
politics and my religion. I was drawn to 
Kehillah because of your commitment 
 to anti-racism and putting Jewish 
  social justice front and 
   centre. I look forward to 
    getting involved in 
       the community.

Holly Kal-Weiss

We have also appointed three new
members to our Management Committee.

Ben Austrin Willis
I’m an American, a lover of tennis, music, and
movies, a trained journalist, and a practicing
lawyer. The pandemic hit London shortly after
I moved from Washington, D.C., and I was
fortunate to find Kehillah North London just in
time for a virtual Passover seder. Through
isolation and lockdowns in a foreign land, this
welcoming group gave me a community
before I could make new friends in person. It
will be my great privilege to serve as
Treasurer to help Kehillah continue to be the
home it is for so many.

Fran Kurlansky
                               Hi everyone! I’m Fran.          
                       Having finished a year                  
                 working for LJY-Netzer in                 
            September 2020, I am about to          
      resume my second year of a part-time
MA at UCL in Jewish Studies, where I am
focusing on the intersections between
contemporary Queer community and
Yiddish language learning. In future, I am
hoping to train as a Rabbi, but in the
meantime I want to continue in my current
field - making workplaces more inclusive
for those with additional access needs. I
live in South London with friends and have
a very cute cat called Babka.

Imogen Resnick
I work in policy and strategy for local government.
I’m originally from Nottingham and joined Kehillah
(and the MC!) this year after serving as Cheder
teacher virtually for the past year. I joined the MC
as I love Kehillah’s progressive, inclusive values
and want to keep contributing to the community.
I’m looking forward to shaping our approach to
education, social justice, and hosting some events
and Shabbes dinners in my fairly wacky communal
warehouse!
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I N C L U S I V I T Y
In May, Rob and I 
successfully presented at 
the Liberal Judaism biennial 
as part of LJ’s ‘Inclusion in 
Action’ competition, which involved 
shuls across the UK pitching for funding to
develop a project improving community
inclusivity. We won £3,000 to develop an
inclusive Cheder curriculum, host a
conference on this curriculum for Cheder
educators, and arrange music and language
sessions in Ladino, Judeo-Arabic, Yiddish,
and other Jewish languages. The intention is
to educate young people on the rich diversity
of Jewish history, tradition, and culture
throughout the diaspora – including, for
example, Black, Mizrahi, and Sephardi
histories and traditions, alongside LGBTQ+,
women, and disabled Jews. 
The project is part of our approach to make
Kehillah – and Liberal Judaism as a whole –
more welcoming, inclusive and accessible,
as well as grapple with injustices (such as
racism) within the broader Jewish
community. Jews are an incredibly diverse
people: we’re from all corners of the world,
disabled and non-disabled, LGBTQI+ and
heterosexual, wealthy and poor – and yet,
this rich tapestry of experience is rarely
reflected in Jewish education or our
communal institutions. Mainstream Cheder
and Jewish educational resources are often
entirely focused on Ashkenazi experiences
and traditions. For example, the current LJ
curriculum doesn’t include Maghrebi
Mimouna or Ethiopian Sigd – two very
significant events in those respective
traditions – because the frame of reference

 for teaching festivals centres on the
Ashkenazi experience. It would be very easy
to grow up Jewish in the UK and learn
nothing of Black, Mizrahi and Sephardi
Jewish histories or traditions. 
I think it’s incredibly important to proactively
uplift the voices and histories of those who
have been traditionally marginalised within
British Jewry. As well as encouraging values
of respect, empathy and inclusivity, by
encouraging our young people to celebrate
the full spectrum of Jewish people we hope
to challenge the racism, homophobia and
ableism that persists within the broader
community. 
I’d love more people to help out with the
project – helping to plan the conference,
‘testing’ out the draft curriculum content, or
just offering general support. We also need
subject expertise in or lived experience of the
following: Black, Mizrahi, and Sephardi
history, traditions and culture; Jewish
women’s and LGBTQ+ experience; disability
justice; and teaching SEN or neurodiverse
young people. Please do get in touch if you
can help or are just interested in the project -
on imogen@kehillah.org.uk It’s a lot of work
so all assistance is very welcome! 

Imogen Resnick



The Tefillah prayer group has been meeting for several months. We have stayed personal
rather than consulting texts. We each talked about our own experience of prayer and
spirituality. We looked at the prayers we use in a private and in a communal setting. We
pondered the language and the intent of our prayers. And these themes led to wider
discussions. We allowed ourselves to speculate and to ramble and addressed some of the
common themes which emerged. Members of the group brought ideas such as meditation or
discussion as part of a service.
 
We were careful not to draw conclusions from our meanderings. We thought and learnt from
each other as well as from the thinking of different Rabbis and the history of our prayer books.
 
I found the course inspiring and unusual in apparently having no fixed aims or syllabus –
except maybe silently in Rabbi Leah’s brain!
 
After we had thought and talked, we decided to visit other local Shuls on the Liberal side of the
range of choices. Wherever we went we were welcome and the congregational leaders were
really interested in our project to experience their services.
 
Here is a list of where we went. We did not evaluate what we saw: after all it was not a Trip
Adviser journey.

What have I taken from our Tefillah group?
As I have learnt from my first year of meeting Kehillah members – we are as varied in our
personal prayer and spiritual practice as we are in our daily lives. 
 
What did I see in our visits? 

Non-Orthodox Judaism in North-East London is vibrant with many many ways of freely
bringing our practice into a pluralistic and diverse today. We are alive, radical and tolerant. For
myself I am happy that my grandson Isaac chose to make his Bar Mitzvah here, and that I
could join him.

The Tefillah group will meet again after Simchat Torah. Do join us for a shul-hopping visit - we
have learnt a lot from visiting other communities. 
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We visited:
It had impeccable technology, which projected the words of
the prayers onto towering sandstone walls for both in-
person and at-home congregants. A recorded professional
soprano sang the service. We hummed along as usual.

We looked at their Anish Kapoor Black Hole sculpture and fantasised about Kehillah one
day having such a sculpture.
 
Rabbi Alexandra gave a powerful D’var Torah on subordinated and invisible women. She
connected the dismissal of Rabba Lindsey Taylor-Guthartz with different stories from
Tanakh about times when women, and their needs and desires, have been sacrificed. 
 
Prior to the shabbat that we visited LJS, Taylor-Guthartz had been sacked from her
teaching role at the London School of Jewish Studies after being ordained as a Rabba
(female rabbi) in the Orthodox world. She has since been reinstated as a teacher but the
episode caused quite a stir. Do look up the story- it’s so interesting.

New London (Masorti) shared Tisha B’Av service
with Belsize Square (Independent).

We sat on the floor during the service, while reading from the book of Lamentations,
which prompted us to think about how a physical position can affect prayer in different
ways.

Masorti/Modern Orthodox

Rabbi Jonathan took us through an Adult Education class on Hasidut, a Kabbalistic
movement which believes in intense prayer, and then we had a secular meditation
class.

YELALA
 
We made Zoom visits to Yalala, and took part from
home in the singing and dancing service rooted in 

marginalised wisdom from Biblical antiquity and Jewish tradition. The service was
curated by Kohenet Rachel Rose Reid and Yael Tischler.
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A BABY BOY
Raphael - Rafi to his mates - arrived a month
earlier than planned after a rather nervy two-
week stint at the Whittington. But he arrived
healthy thanks to the wonderful NHS and his
even more wonderful mum. He's doing very well
indeed, sleeps from time to time, and is
developing fantastically chubby thighs. He can't
wait to meet you all. Benji and Miranda

THE BEST DAY
They say that a wedding should be the happiest day of 
your life, and I knew on some level that would be true
 for me. But after 15 months in pandemic and after 
rescheduling our big day five or six times, I was truly 
overwhelmed by just how joyful my wedding was on 
11th July. 
 
My wife Anna Posner and I put a lot of thought into our 
ceremony, especially the liturgy. As a lesbian
 Rabbi-Cantor couple, we wanted the ceremony to reflect progressive, feminist, inclusive,
egalitarian values, while also adhering to the structures and language of “traditional”
kiddushin. We used feminised language and reclaimed a traditionally patriarchal ritual, and we
found it quite powerful.
 
It was both incredibly exciting and a bit daunting to gather with so many people after being
away from crowds for so long. But the joy that suffused the day was indescribable. You could
feel in the air just how happy people were to be together and to have something to celebrate.
We were overwhelmed by the outpouring of love and happiness that greeted us when we
walked down the aisle. 
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Rabbi Miriam Berger and Cantor Zoe 
Jacobs from Finchley Reform Shul 
led an unforgettable ceremony that 
was personal, accessible, and of 
course - musical. I was so fortunate
that my parents were able to fly over 
from the States to stand under the 
chuppah with all of us. We also had 
friends, family, and colleagues join on 
Zoom, which was especially important 
to my grandma and sister who couldn’t 
make it across the pond. 
 
The ceremony ended with Anna and me each stomping on a glass, signing our brit ahava,
and walking back up the aisle to the sound of our friends, family, and community singing and
cheering. Then we went to our reception where, to my initial scepticism, we showed the Euro
final! It ended up being an amazing atmosphere, and even though England lost, it was such a
memorable experience, especially for my parents who got a real taste of British football
culture! 
 
We are having our US wedding on 12th December and we are really excited for what will be
an equally beautiful and memorable day with a few more of my American friends and family.
But it was so meaningful to be able to celebrate with our friends and family here, some of
whom were with us from the Kehillah North London community. Kehillah is still such an                        
                                                                                            important place to both Anna and 
                                                                                            me, and if we ever have a weekend 
                                                                                            off at the same time, we look                           
                                                                                            forward to joining you for a Shabbat 
                                                                                            service at some point in the near 
                                                                                            future!

Tamara Wolfson

(Spiritual leader at Kehillah from
June 2018 to March 2020)
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A TRIBUTE TO DAPHNE HART

Daphne, mother to Stephen, Neil and 
David Benjamin, along with her two 
step-children David and Michelle, 
passed away on 26th May, the day 
after her 90th birthday.
 
So many precious memories of 
Daphne, also known as Daph, 
Daffers, Nanny, Nanna and 
Nanny Lollipop. So many years 
of Friday night dinners with her 
growing family…we would often 
catch Daphne standing in a doorway 
looking at us all, then she would smile 
and say: “My lovely family.” She was a 
wonderful role model, who loved to laugh and loved to give. We could never leave her
home without being well fed and without a food parcel to take back with us….
 
Daphne loved life; she appreciated all that she had and this shone through to everyone
she came in contact with. Her home was a place where family and friends gravitated.
 
Daphne lived at Lincoln Court in Hackney for 42 years. She was chairperson of the
Tenants and Residents Association for many years, arranging coach outings, fish &
chip suppers, jumble sales for the local community - and giving the council an ear-
bashing when tenants came to her for help.
 
Daphne wasn’t shy of the camera either. She was interviewed for the One Show and
Country File ( twice) to talk about her incredible perspective and the changes she had
seen over the years at the Woodberry Wetlands. Each time, the presenters and
producers (including Anita Rani ) took her out for lunch and remained friends with her
thereafter. 
 
The loss of Daph has left us all with an emptiness that can’t be refilled but it warms us
all to know that we can pass on a such a beautiful legacy. 

Michelle Price (nee Hart)



Sometimes summers in Gloucestershire can be quiet and lazy. Munching sheep are
the only company, together with darting swallows and bees busying in the lavender.
Even at its source the River Thames finds it too much of an effort to flow. But one
Friday in late July the tribe of Kehillah interrupted the idyll. They descended on Ewen
Mill and pitched camp in the pastures. They made Kiddush on the riverbank, a
sumptuous bbq on the fire pit, and sang Shabbat songs sweetened with s'mores (a vile
concoction of marshmallows, biscuit and chocolate from the American drawl of “some
more”) and more appealingly Robin’s melodious tenor. ”ַמה ֹּטבּו ֹאָהֶלי�” - How good are
your tents - never felt more apt. The isolation of lockdown seemed firmly behind us.
 
As the moon came up, the Kehillites bedded down in their sukkot, sheltering from a
dawn downpour. (Some, if truth be told, were more daring than others. One who’d
asked for a spare sleeping bag commandeered a spare bed.) Rabbi Leah added a
touch of the risqué. Beneath the thatched gazebo on Saturday morning, she delved
into some of the most salacious – or “pastoral” as she delicately put it – texts Jewish
tradition has to offer. It transpired from a parsing of the lovers’ pronouns in Song of
Songs that the flirtatious psalmist was gender fluid. Maimonides we learnt had a
sensitive side, as he pontificated on love.
 
After a night of the countryside, most urbanites decamped and scurried back to the big
smoke. But the intrepid few braved a second night under canvas. And happily some
are already coming back, including a rabbi to write his High Holy Day sermon. So
please Kehillah, treat Ewen Mill as a communal getaway. All are welcome – particularly
those needing peace and quiet (bar the hum of the bees) to work on a project. 

For more info on escaping for a week or weekend, please contact
nicolas.pelham@gmail.com. Gloucestershire shouldn’t just belong to the sheep (and
the Brexiteers).
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A WEEKEND RETREAT

Nico Pelham
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Several members of Kehillah write poetry, for recreation, for healing,
professionally or all three. Here are some of their poems.

Slowly sinking into Shabbos gratitude
 
Written in the mysterious landscapes of the Welsh Marches, when escaping from the confines of
London, in July 2021. This poem was a contribution to a Yelala Kabbalat Shabbat, when the
community co-creates and weaves a service together. Yelala, is a constellation of projects founded
and co-created by Kohenet Yael Tischler and Kohenet Rachel Rose Reid, who weave rituals,
learning experiences, song circles and more. 
 
 
Wondering at the glorious curve of the field lines, the brush tracks in the wheatfields, the slow
slopes of the lime green, wood green, green lit hills
Rejoicing in the purple colours of the foxgloves, the honey fragrance of the sweet peas
Watching the mysterious routines, the daily comings and goings of the far distant cows dotted
across the landscape
Seeing clearly in the sharp, soft light.
Learning to love the silence.
I am grateful for the Space and the Time to stop.
To stop planning
To stop doing
To stop avoiding
When there are no tasks, no lists, no must dos, no to dos, no lingering sense of the not done, and of
the un-done
Then there is Space and Time to create, to colour the world.
 
Let us remember. the gifts of Shechinah,
May we celebrate these gifts, as we weave the paint, the canvas and the colour in forms of
gratitude
 
Claire Helman
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Take my hand child and walk this way, I will be your guide on your journey today
Put down your stones that are stacked so tall, let me shoulder the weight, I won’t let you fall
My arms will protect you from all of your fears and give you the strength to let go of your tears
May the river flow to cleanse you within; I will always be with you when you begin
Your heart is so lost, it’s hidden in cloud; please know I am near child, it needs to be found
My footprints go with you in love and in pain, to help you find your path to regain
My hand will not waiver, I hold you so dear, my love for you child will always be here
Lift up your eyes and look to the sky, you've always had courage to take off and fly
No longer fear darkness and look to the light, just know I’ll be with you each day and each night
Let your heart bleed no longer, put down the knife. We will do this together and build a new life
Your heart might feel broken and unsure to feel, but I know you are brave, I have faith you will heal
You will not be alone when you walk through that door, I will be waiting to talk to you more
Take my hand dear child and walk this way and alongside each other, you will guide me today

 
© Written by Elizabeth Shane – CSA Survivor (from Silhouette of a Songbird)
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Yo Maccabi
 
I was at JW3 for a concert by Sam Eastmond and The Spike Orchestra. They
were playing from The Masada Books by John Zorn. As I was listening, part of my
mind went drifting in another direction and I found myself writing this poem about
the Maccabees, or rather a poem in the voice of one Maccabee. The 'Yo' in the
title is a slip into an American idiom, roughly the same as the English secular
shout of 'Oy
 
I hear it often enough, from old men,
thumbs up, from children, who also cheer, 
from old comrades, wounded, retired,
I hear it from drunks and others
who most despise anyone
who bothers to care about anything,
And I hear it from Antiochus’ men,
who on their own won’t attack me,
and who, when together, each wait
for someone else to first lift his spear
 
Kenneth Smith

 

TAKE MY HAND

                                                                                      Take my Hand is a poem I wrote at a           
                                                               point when I felt completely lost and broken 
                                             and couldn't find a path out of the overwhelming 
                               burden from my trauma. I needed  God's guiding hand 
               to help carry through me through and a reminder to 
myself I will get there on my journey.
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KEHILLAH'S GROUPS

Anti Racist Group: Our group meets regularly to work on improving diversity,
inclusion, racial justice and solidarity within our community and beyond.

Chesed Care Team: Is open to anyone interested in supporting our care and
compassion for one another at Kehillah.

Climate Justice Group:  We are committed to our obligations as a Jewish
community to work towards repairing the world around us to create a more
just, sustainable future.  

Tefillah group: Meets to  learn Torah on prayer, address the other questions
and themes that are coming up for each of us around spirituality/our spiritual
life.  We also do 'field trips' to experience other prayer spaces together. 

For more information contact our administrator at info@kehillah.org.uk.

CHANUKAH
Chanukah party on

Sunday 5th
December, 4 - 6pm

TU B'SHEVAT
Celebrate the new

year for the trees on
Sunday 16th January

PURIM
Come celebrate and
hear the Purim story
on Wednesday 16th

March

PESACH
Community second

night seder on
Saturday 16th April

mailto:info@kehillah.org.uk


Certainly, this year, I think there is a mixture of
emotions – excitement, perhaps, that we are
able to mark these High Holidays in person,
but also a degree of caution, as we know that
the world of masks, concerns about distancing
and public health risk assessments is not yet
behind us. As always, the whole spectrum of
emotion on these topics will be represented in
our Kehillah – and perhaps this reflects some
of our individual internal conflicts too! So, as
we spend time together over the High
Holidays, we will need to be mindful of each
other and respect that we may have different
levels of comfort and ease about being around
others.
 
We’ve had an exciting few months, with the
celebration of bnei mitzvah, a baby-naming
and a lovely camping weekend away. We have
also welcomed three new members to the
Management Committee, including Ben
Austrin-Willis, our new treasurer. It’s great to
have more people, and new perspectives, on
board – so please do get in touch with any of
us on the Committee to discuss your ideas or
thoughts about any aspect of community life.
 
We continue to be a participatory community,
where we all get involved in the running of the
functions of Jewish life and the more 
 directional, justice-orientated work that many
of us are inspired to do by being part of
Kehillah. 

However, there is still more that we want to
do – interfaith work, justice work, learning,
prayer, ritual practice, community building,
music, youth education – and much more!
None of this can be achieved without the
hard work and volunteer time of our
members. Put simply, the Racial Justice
Group or Chesed Group would not function if
we didn’t also have people willing to show up
early on a shabbat morning and put out
chairs.
 
We would like to make it as easy as possible
for community members to get involved with
the running of the shul – so please do look
out for our Tzedakah appeal this year where,
as well as raising money for Hear Me Out [a
charity that supports people in immigration
detention centres to access music], we are
also going to list a series of roles that
members can sign up to volunteer – whether
it be setting up kiddush, looking after the
Sukkah, or co-ordinating a festival. If there’s
any other aspect of shul life that you would
like to be involved with, or a project that you
would like to initiate, please get in touch.
 
I look forward to an exciting year ahead, and
in the meantime I wish you all a happy,
sweet, prosperous, community orientated
5782 -- shana tova u’metukah!

N O T E  F R O M  T H E  C H A I R

The High Holiday season is already amongst us, and
it’s time for us as individuals, and as a community,
to reflect on what we’ve learnt over the last year;
where we may have missed the mark, what we can
do better, and how we can continue to build and
grow. 

Robert Freudenthal


