
Parashat Korach

Numbers 16:1-13 במדבר ט״ז:א׳-י״ג
י  ת בֶּן־לֵוִ֑ ר בֶּן־קְהָ֖ רַח בֶּן־יצְִהָ֥ ֹ֔ ח ק (א) וַיּקִַּ֣

לֶת בְּנֵי֥  ב וְא֥וֹן בֶּן־פֶּ֖ ם בְּנֵ֧י אֱלִיאָ֛ ן וַאֲבִירָ֜ וְדָתָ֨
ים  ה וַאֲנשִָׁ֥ מוּ֙ לִפְנֵ֣י משֶֹׁ֔ רְאוּבֵןֽ׃ (ב) וַיּקָֻ֙

ה  י עֵדָ֛ יםִ נשְִׂיאֵ֥ ים וּמָאתָ֑ ל חֲמִשִּׁ֣ מִבְּנֵיֽ־ישְִׂרָאֵ֖
ד אַנשְֵׁי־שֵֽׁם׃ (ג) וַיִּקָּֽהֲל֞וּ  י מוֹעֵ֖ קְרִאֵ֥
ן וַיּאֹמְר֣וּ אֲלֵהֶם֮  ֹ֗ ה וְעַלֽ־אַהֲר עַל־משֶֹׁ֣
ים  י כָל־הָעֵֽדָה֙ כֻּלָּ֣ם קְדשִֹׁ֔ רַב־לָכֶם֒ כִּ֤

ל  ה וּמַדּ֥וּעַ תִּֽתְנשְַּׂא֖וּ עַל־קְהַ֥ ם יהְוָ֑ וּבְתוֹכָ֖
ל עַל־פָּנָיֽו׃ (ה)  ֹ֖ ה וַיּפִּ ע משֶֹׁ֔ יהְוָהֽ׃ (ד) וַיּשְִׁמַ֣
קֶר  ֹ֠ רַח וְאֶלֽ־כָּל־עֲדָתוֹ֮ לֵאמרֹ֒ בּ ֹ֜ ר אֶל־ק וַידְַבֵּ֨

ע יהְוָ֧ה אֶת־אֲשֶׁר־ל֛וֹ וְאֶת־הַקָּד֖וֹשׁ  וְידַֹ֨
יב  ר יבְִחַר־בּ֖וֹ יקְַרִ֥ ת אֲשֶׁ֥ יו וְאֵ֛ יב אֵלָ֑ וְהִקְרִ֣

רַח  ֹ֖ ם מַחְתּ֔וֹת ק את עֲשׂ֑וּ קְחוּ־לָכֶ֣ ֹ֖ אֵלָיֽו׃ (ו) ז
שׁ וְשִׂימוּ֩  ן ׀ אֵ֡ וְכָל־עֲדָתֽוֹ׃ (ז) וּתְנ֣וּ בָהֵ֣

ישׁ  ה הָאִ֛ ר וְהָיָ֗ רֶת לִפְנֵ֤י יהְוָה֙ מָחָ֔ ֹ֜ ן קְט עֲלֵיהֶ֨
ם בְּנֵי֥  ה ה֣וּא הַקָּד֑וֹשׁ רַב־לָכֶ֖ ר יהְוָ֖ אֲשֶׁר־יבְִחַ֥

רַח שִׁמְעוּ־נָ֖א  ֹ֑ ה אֶל־ק אמֶר משֶֹׁ֖ ֹ֥ לֵוִיֽ׃ (ח) וַיּ
י  ם כִּיֽ־הִבְדִּיל֩ אfֱהֵ֨ ט מִכֶּ֗ בְּנֵי֥ לֵוִיֽ׃ (ט) הַמְעַ֣

יב  ל לְהַקְרִ֥ ת ישְִׂרָאֵ֔ ל אֶתְכֶם֙ מֵעֲדַ֣ ישְִׂרָאֵ֤
ה  ן יהְוָ֔ ד אֶת־עֲבדַֹת֙ מִשְׁכַּ֣ ֹ֗ יו לַעֲב ם אֵלָ֑ אֶתְכֶ֖

ה לְשָׁרְתָֽם׃ (י) וַיּקְַרֵב֙  ד לִפְנֵי֥ הָעֵדָ֖ ֹ֛ וְלַעֲמ
ם  g וּבִקַּשְׁתֶּ֖ י אִתָּ֑ יh בְניֵ־לֵוִ֖ תhְ֔ וְאֶת־כָּל־אַחֶ֥ ֹֽ א

 hְ֔ת ן אַתָּה֙ וְכָל־עֲדָ֣ גַּם־כְּהֻנָּהֽ׃ (יא) לָכֵ֗
י תלונו  ן מַה־ה֔וּא כִּ֥ ֹ֣ ה וְאַהֲר ים עַל־יהְוָ֑ הַנּעָֹדִ֖

א  ֹ֛ ה לִקְר ינוּ] עָלָיֽו׃ (יב) וַיּשְִׁלַ֣ח משֶֹׁ֔ [תַלִּ֖
ב וַיּאֹמְר֖וּ f֥א  ם בְּנֵ֣י אֱלִיאָ֑ ן וְלַאֲבִירָ֖ לְדָתָ֥

ת  רֶץ זבַָ֤ נוּ֙ מֵאֶ֨ י הֶעֱֽלִיתָ֙ ט כִּ֤ נעֲַלֶהֽ׃ (יג) הַמְעַ֗
ר  ר כִּיֽ־תִשְׂתָּרֵ֥ נוּ בַּמִּדְבָּ֑ שׁ לַהֲמִיתֵ֖ חָלָב֙ וּדְבַ֔

ר׃ ינוּ גַּם־הִשְׂתָּרֵֽ עָלֵ֖

(1) Now Korah, son of Izhar son of Kohath 
son of Levi, betook himself, along with 
Dathan and Abiram sons of Eliab, and On 
son of Peleth—descendants of Reuben— 
(2) to rise up against Moses, together with 
two hundred and fifty Israelites, chieftains 
of the community, chosen in the assembly, 
men of repute. (3) They combined against 
Moses and Aaron and said to them, “You 
have gone too far! For all the community 
are holy, all of them, and the Eternal One 
is in their midst. Why then do you raise 
yourselves above the Eternal One’s 
congregation?” (4) When Moses heard this, 
he fell on his face. (5) Then he spoke to 
Korah and all his company, saying, “Come 
morning, the Eternal One will make 
known who is His and who is holy, and 
will grant him access to Himself; He will 
grant access to the one He has chosen. (6) 
Do this: You, Korah and all your band, 
take fire pans, (7) and tomorrow put fire in 
them and lay incense on them before the 
Eternal One. Then the man whom the 
Eternal One chooses, he shall be the holy 
one. You have gone too far, sons of Levi!” 
(8) Moses said further to Korah, “Hear me, 
sons of Levi. (9) Is it not enough for you 
that the God of Israel has set you apart 
from the community of Israel and given 
you access to Him, to perform the duties of 
the Eternal One’s Tabernacle and to 
minister to the community and serve them?
(10) Now that He has advanced you and all 
your fellow Levites with you, do you seek 
the priesthood too? (11) Truly, it is against 
the Eternal One that you and all your 
company have banded together. For who is 
Aaron that you should rail against him?” 
(12) Moses sent for Dathan and Abiram, 
sons of Eliab; but they said, “We will not 
come! (13) Is it not enough that you 



brought us from a land flowing with milk 
and honey to have us die in the wilderness, 
that you would also lord it over us?

Haftarah
 

The two part Book of Samuel includes the story of Samuel's long service as military
leader, judge, and prophet (second part of the 11th century BCE).  Shortly before the
present episode, he had - at the people's insistence and with God's consent -
anointed Saul to be Israel's first king.
 
The sidrah features Korah's attempt to replace Moses as the people's leader; in the
haftarah, the people try to displace God as their sovereign and want instead to have
an earthly king.  Moreover, both Moses and Samuel state that they have not taken
even a single donkey that did not belong to them.  And in both tales, miracles occur
to justify the leader's status.

I Samuel 12:12-22 שמואל א י״ב:י״ב-כ״ב
א  לgֶ בְּנֵיֽ־עַמּוֹן֮ בָּ֣ שׁ מֶ֣ (יב) וַתִּרְא֗וּ כִּיֽ־נחָָ֞

ינוּ  לgֶ ימgfְִ֣ עָלֵ֑ י f֕א כִּי־מֶ֖ אמְרוּ לִ֔ ֹ֣ עֲלֵיכֶם֒ וַתּ
ה הִנֵּה֥  ם מַלְכְּכֶםֽ׃ (יג) וְעַתָּ֗ וַיהוָ֥ה אfֱהֵיכֶ֖

ה  ם וְהִנֵּ֨ ר שְׁאֶלְתֶּ֑ ם אֲשֶׁ֣ ר בְּחַרְתֶּ֖ לgֶ אֲשֶׁ֥ הַמֶּ֛
ם מֶלgֶֽ׃ (יד) אִם־תִּיֽרְא֣וּ  ן יהְוָ֛ה עֲלֵיכֶ֖ נתַָ֧

ם בְּקלֹ֔וֹ וfְ֥א  ם אתֹוֹ֙ וּשְׁמַעְתֶּ֣ ה וַעֲבַדְתֶּ֤ אֶת־יהְוָ֗
ם  ם גַּם־אַתֶּ֗ ה וִהְיתִֶ֣ י יהְוָ֑ תַמְר֖וּ אֶת־פִּ֣

ר יהְוָ֥ה  ם אַחַ֖ ר מָלgַ֣ עֲלֵיכֶ֔ לgֶ֙ אֲשֶׁ֣ וְגַם־הַמֶּ֙
ה  אfֱהֵיכֶםֽ׃ (טו) וְאִם־f֤א תִשְׁמְעוּ֙ בְּק֣וֹל יהְוָ֔
ם  ה ידַ־יהְוָ֛ה בָּכֶ֖ ה וְהָיתְָ֧ י יהְוָ֑ ם אֶת־פִּ֣ וּמְרִיתֶ֖

וּבַאֲבתֵֹיכֶםֽ׃ (טז) גַּם־עַתָּה֙ הִתְיצְַּב֣וּ וּרְא֔וּ 
ה  ה עשֶֹׂ֖ ר יהְוָ֔ ר הַגָּד֖וֹל הַזֶּ֑ה אֲשֶׁ֣ אֶת־הַדָּבָ֥
לְעֵיניֵכֶםֽ׃ (יז) הֲל֤וֹא קְצִיר־חִטִּים֙ הַיּ֔וֹם 
ר וּדְע֣וּ  ן קלֹ֖וֹת וּמָטָ֑ ה וְיתִֵּ֥ אֶקְרָא֙ אֶל־יהְוָ֔

ר עֲשִׂיתֶם֙ בְּעֵינֵ֣י  ם רַבָּה֙ אֲשֶׁ֤ וּרְא֗וּ כִּיֽ־רָעַתְכֶ֤
א  ם מֶלgֶֽ׃ (ס) (יח) וַיּקְִרָ֤ ה לִשְׁא֥וֹל לָכֶ֖ יהְוָ֔
ר  ן יהְוָ֛ה קfֹ֥ת וּמָטָ֖ ה וַיּתִֵּ֧ שְׁמוּאֵל֙ אֶל־יהְוָ֔

ה  ד אֶת־יהְוָ֖ ֹ֛ ם מְא א כָל־הָעָ֥ בַּיּ֣וֹם הַה֑וּא וַיּיִרָ֨
ם  וְאֶת־שְׁמוּאֵלֽ׃ (יט) וַיּאֹמְר֨וּ כָל־הָעָ֜

יh אֶל־יהְוָ֥ה  ל הִתְפַּלֵּ֧ל בְּעַד־עֲבָדֶ֛ אֶל־שְׁמוּאֵ֗
פְנוּ  יh וְאַל־נמָ֑וּת כִּיֽ־יסַָ֤ אfֱהֶ֖

נוּ מֶלgֶֽ׃ (ס) ל לָ֖ ֹ֥ ה לִשְׁא ינוּ֙ רָעָ֔ עַל־כָּל־חַטּאֹתֵ֙
אוּ  ל אֶל־הָעָם֙ אַל־תִּירָ֔ אמֶר שְׁמוּאֵ֤ ֹ֨ (כ) וַיּ
 g את אַ֗ ֹ֑ ה הַזּ ת כָּל־הָרָעָ֖ ם אֵ֥ ם עֲשִׂיתֶ֔ אַתֶּ֣

ה  ם אֶת־יהְוָ֖ ה וַעֲבַדְתֶּ֥ י יהְוָ֔ אַל־תָּס֙וּרוּ֙ מֵאַחֲרֵ֣

(12) But when you saw that Nahash king of 
the Ammonites was advancing against 
you, you said to me, ‘No, we must have a 
king reigning over us’—though the Eternal 
One your God is your King. (13) “Well, the 
Eternal One has set a king over you! Here 
is the king that you have chosen, that you 
have asked for. (14) “If you will revere the 
Eternal One, worship Him, and obey Him, 
and will not flout the Eternal One’s 
command, if both you and the king who 
reigns over you will follow the Eternal 
One your God, [well and good]. (15) But if 
you do not obey the Eternal One and you 
flout the Eternal One’s command, the hand 
of the Eternal One will strike you as it did 
your fathers. (16) “Now stand by and see 
the marvelous thing that the Eternal One 
will do before your eyes. (17) It is the 
season of the wheat harvest. I will pray to 
the Eternal One and He will send thunder 
and rain; then you will take thought and 
realize what a wicked thing you did in the 
sight of the Eternal One when you asked 
for a king.” (18) Samuel prayed to the 
Eternal One, and the Eternal One sent 
thunder and rain that day, and the people 
stood in awe of the Eternal One and of 
Samuel. (19) The people all said to Samuel, 
“Intercede for your servants with the 
Eternal One your God that we may not die, 



 

י  י ׀ אַחֲרֵ֣ בְּכָל־לְבַבְכֶםֽ׃ (כא) וfְ֖א תָּס֑וּרוּ כִּ֣
הוּ  ֹ֥ ילוּ כִּי־ת ילוּ וfְ֥א יצִַּ֖ ר fֽא־יוֹעִ֛ הוּ אֲשֶׁ֧ ֹ֗ הַתּ

שׁ יהְוָה֙ אֶת־עַמּ֔וֹ  ֹ֤ י fֽא־יטִּ הֵמָּֽה׃ (כב) כִּ֠
ה לַעֲשׂ֥וֹת  יל יהְוָ֔ י הוֹאִ֣ בַּעֲב֖וּר שְׁמ֣וֹ הַגָּד֑וֹל כִּ֚

אֶתְכֶ֛ם ל֖וֹ לְעָםֽ׃

for we have added to all our sins the 
wickedness of asking for a king.” (20) But 
Samuel said to the people, “Have no fear. 
You have, indeed, done all those wicked 
things. Do not, however, turn away from 
the Eternal One, but serve the Eternal One 
with all your heart. (21) Do not turn away 
to follow worthless things, which can 
neither profit nor save but are worthless. 
(22) For the sake of His great name, the 
Eternal One will never abandon His 
people, seeing that the Eternal One 
undertook to make you His people.

Translation and introduction to Haftarah taken from the Plaut chumash
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