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Spring beckons; my window-box daffodils have survived the 
second snow of the winter and we have announced the 
appointment of Cantor Tamara Wolfson as our spiritual leader. 
The first snow, back in early December, threatened to scupper 
the interview day but, like my daffodils, the six-member 
interview panel didn't let it, some even walking a couple of 
miles to get there! Some just could not get there so the panel 
stood in for the adult education class and asked the youth 
panel's questions in their absence. We had an entirely 
memorable day of dialogue and enquiry with Tamara and were 
deeply impressed and thoroughly delighted. 
 
 

FOREWORD FROM OUR CHAIR - ROBIN SAMSON 

Meanwhile, our Kehillah has sustained its life. Our lay service leadership has grown and 
evolved. They and Rabbi Danny Rich have led extremely well-attended Shabbat morning 
and Friday evening services and we have experienced Danny's remarkable way with 
Torah text. He has taught a Tuesday evening group of varying size but consistent 
enthusiasm and interest. His deep knowledge of Liberal Judaism has lent depth to his 
teaching and caught the imagination of the adult students. He has curated and woven in 
a series of guest teachers, enabling our Kehillah to meet a range of progressive rabbis 
and student rabbis. Our own Lev Taylor led an exuberant and reflective Tu B'Shevat 
evening, the Casson living room full to overflowing. Purim with Rabbi Danny alongside 
our crèche and cheder team was fun and intergenerational. Crèche and cheder are 
thriving. We continue to receive new membership enquiries and Ashleigh, our new 
administrator, has got into her stride. At our Pesach Seder, we will ask questions, sing 
songs, drink the four cups and share a potluck dinner. We will chant: “Next year in 
Jerusalem, next year free people!” and reflect together on what it all means in our lives. 
 
And actually, what will the next year bring? In July we begin our relationship with Cantor 
Tamara. My sense of her is that she brings insight and sensitivity, knowledge and 
understanding, energy and strength of purpose. She wants to learn about us, our 
uniqueness, our traditions. As a cantor, her interest is in participation rather than 
performance, and I know she will be a musical inspiration to us. 
 
I am looking forward to our Kehillah creating a welcome for Tamara and being an active 
collective partner in building this new relationship. I'm sure you are too. 
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  MESSAGE FROM OUR SPIRITUAL LEADER – TAMARA WOLFSON 

Hello, everyone! I am honoured to introduce myself as your 
Spiritual Leader and am humbled by the opportunity to 
grow with and learn from this community. The time I have 
spent with some of you thus far has been truly remarkable, 
and I am excited to get to know each of you more fully as I 
settle in to this new role. 
 
While reflecting on the time she spent at Kehillah North 
London, Rabbi Shulamit marvelled at just how much she 
had learned during her years as your Rabbi, and said she 
was proud to have been part of a community of learners. 
as opposed to a community of ready-made experts.  I’ve been learning more about 
Kehillah North London over these last few months and I too marvel at how much I have 
already learned from the members and lay leaders I’ve met. I am inspired by the many 
strengths, talents and viewpoints that are the backbone of this community, and I look 
forward to listening to and learning from all of you as we work together to build our 
sacred community. 
 
A little bit about myself: I grew up in Scarsdale, NY, a suburb about half an hour from 
New York City. My family belonged to a synagogue that became like a true second home 
to me, and from a young age I realized how important it is to foster a compassionate, 
caring synagogue community. Along with my deep love of Judaism, I caught the music 
and theatre bug and started singing and playing piano as soon as I could speak. My love 
of music paired with my love of Judaism was a match made in heaven for a career as a 
cantor, but I wasn’t fully satisfied with a singular focus on Jewish music. For a long time I 
toggled between rabbinical and cantorial aspirations, trying to determine which path 
would fulfil me the most. I love text study, preaching, pastoral care and education and I 
wanted to ensure that my career would include these important elements as well. In the 
end, cantorial school enabled me to truly immerse myself in music and liturgy without 
sacrificing the other aspects of clergy work I hold dear. I have been blessed with many 
opportunities to engage in education, chaplaincy, administration, and every possible 
life-cycle event. It is in this spirit that I approach my work as a Spiritual Leader; there is 
no one aspect of this work that is more important than any other, because each part of 
synagogue life makes a community sacred. 
 
I am so looking forward to meeting you all when I arrive this summer. In the meantime, 
please feel free to get in touch with me with any questions, concerns, or just to say 
hello! 
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YOUTH PAGE 

UPDATE FROM ORSI - The youngest members of Kehillah 
played an active role in the exciting time period of the last 
couple months, while we were on a quest for our new 
spiritual leader. Cheder and Hebrew learning continues on 
the path that Shulamit established and envisioned 
through her guidance. With the older age group (10-13), 
as the children indicated an interest, we started to read 
modern Hebrew texts alongside our regular work of sidur 
and tfilot reading. We will also carry on practising 
handwriting and learning new words. 
 
In the last couple of Cheder sessions we critically 
discussed biblical texts relating to the topics of violence, 
interpersonal relationships and sacred places. We did 
some arts and crafts with the younger age group, who 
joined Anna and Catherine’s crèches. We also spent 
memorable moments planting parsley, baking Chalot, and 
making our own beautiful Chalot covers with Omar. 
 
We also had a special evening with the children on Purim 
where we baked some Hamentaschen, made some 
groggers and listened and acted out the Purim story with 
the fantastic storytelling of Danny Rabbi. I am very much 
looking forward to many more memorable moments with 
the next generation of the Kehillah community.  
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Ziporah Zylbersztajn - Not so long ago I met Nissim Black in London. Nissim is a rapper 
from the USA.  
 
He was Muslim, then Christian and now he is Orthodox Jewish and lives in Jerusalem. 
Daddy interviewed him for the German newspapers. Before the meeting, Daddy looked 
at his music videos and I listened to them too. I loved all of them. 
 
My favourite songs are 'Fly Away' and 'Ha Shem Melech.' In the video of 'Fly Away' there 
is a Jewish South African boy, who gets bullied and then wants to see Nissim. 
When Daddy was going to meet Nissim, I asked, can I see him too, and Daddy said yes. 
Here is a picture of Nissim and me together. He was very kind and wore traditional 
Hasidic clothes. If you want to listen to his music too, his website is: 
https://www.nissimofficial.com 
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TU B'SHEVAT 

Jackie Richards - Tu B’Shevat Seder, The New Year of the Trees, is a chance to celebrate 
trees, honour nature and experience magic. The Seder was created in the 16th century 
by kabbalist Rabbi Yitzchak Luria of Safed and his disciples. The fruits and trees of Israel 
were given symbolic meaning.  Eating ten specific fruits and drinking four cups of wine in 
a specific order, while reciting appropriate blessings, would bring human beings, and the 
world, closer to spiritual perfection.  
 
The festival was revised in Israel in the early twentieth century to mark the planting of 
trees and, more recently, to celebrate ecological awareness and tree planting on an 
annual basis. It is now celebrated in various Jewish communities worldwide.  
 
This year I was unsure what to expect, especially as Rabbi Shulamit was no longer 
around to lead and no one knew who or how many people were attending. I looked 
forward to my annual ‘magic’, where four glasses of wine start white and gradually over 
the evening turn to pink, cerise and finally red!  
 
Instructions included bringing fruits we might not have tasted.  What a wonderful 
experience it was tasting them and sharing ideas about their formation such as “hard on 
the outside and soft in the middle”, or “hard outside, soft and hard centre”. Everyone 
sat informally in a large whirly circle. The Seder flowed, led with generosity by Lev 
Taylor. who encouraged everyone, children and adults, to share thoughts, sing and have 
fun. The Cassons were welcoming hosts ensuring we were comfortable. The real magic 
was the connectedness between us following old and new traditions. We were “one” in 
our diversity and love.  
 
Thanks to everyone who made this celebration such a joyous, meaningful event.   

Claire Helman - Many of us celebrated Tu B'shevat Seder together, hosted by the 
Casson family in Stoke Newington, where we enjoyed singing together, and munching 
on new and unusual fruits. A very interesting discovery was the Dorito 
fruit.....particularly popular with some of our younger members......  
 
It was a joy to welcome back Lev, who led the Seder for us, and really special to share 
our hopes for the coming year, and discover what an important part Kehillah North 
London plays in our lives. 



  
PURIM 

Cath Goldstein - This was a small but perfectly formed midweek Purim party. We had 
come with a ‘making hamantaschen’ activity, which I had gone to some trouble over, 
making the ingredients sugar free, and preparing the savoury pastry. I adapted the 
poppy seed filling which I was proud of and used pure fruit jam! 
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Robert Freudenthal - After the Purim children’s activities, we met for a Purim service 
and discussion of some of the issues around Purim and the book of Esther. 
 
We studied some Talmudic commentaries, which made some rather curious 
connections between Esther, King Achashverosh and some animals (mainly deer).  This 
was as puzzling as it sounds and led us to reflect on wider issues about how the Talmud 
talks about women and relationships.  It was a great opportunity to use some ‘service 
time’ to study Talmud and got me to thinking that, as a community, it might be helpful 
to think about how we can incorporate Talmud study into our regular practice – the 
Jewish calendar is so busy that sometimes it can be hard to find time to do this. 

(continue on page 7) 
 

But, as the weather was cold and there was snow on the ground, I wasn’t sure if anyone 
would turn up. Yet they did. It started with just enough young people to make the 
pastries, all wearing impressive costumes. Other families trickled in and everyone was 
thrilled that people had made such an effort to come out on such a night!  
 
Rabbi Danny Rich put his phone into a metal bowl to create a ‘speaker’ and the party 
began. Along with a wonderful grogger-making session with Orsi, the main and funniest 
part of the party was when Danny pulled everyone in to join in with the Megillah, the 
Purim story.  No one was allowed to shirk as one by one we got up and played the parts. 
There was lots of laughter and at one point I decided to be a dancer, as I didn’t have an 
important role (my acting skills were wasted)! 
 
At a certain point there was a spontaneous fancy dress parade, with various beautiful 
outfits: horse, king/Proffessor Quirrell (it was also schools’ World Book Day so the 
outfits could double up) a bat, fox, wood nymph, and a really convincing pirate! The only 
outfit that was slightly mysterious was Danny’s but whatever he was, I’m sure it was 
very authentic. 
 
We were doing what we were meant to be doing at Purim: laughing, eating, drinking 
and making a racket as we celebrate once again our survival and longevity as a people. 
 
The combination of people was perfect and a whole bunch of cheder girls were enjoying 
the spectacle of us adults losing our dignity! I ate too many hamantaschen, but it was an 
evening to warm our collective heart!  
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Purim and #Metoo by Catherine Gardner - The phrase “Me too” was first used by 
Tarana Burke in 2006 as part of a campaign to empower and promote empathy for 
young vulnerable women of colour who experienced sexual abuse. More recently it has 
been popularised on twitter through the use of the hashtag #MeToo, to reveal the 
extent of sexual harassment and assault.  
 
The #MeToo movement also resonates strongly with a feminist interpretation of the 
Purim story and, in particular, the rehabilitation of Queen Vashti.  T-shirts were being 
worn this year at Purim parties emblazoned with “Vashti #MeToo”. There was also a 
twitter campaign #IAmVashti in the run up to and during Purim – urging that she be 
reclaimed as a feminist icon. 
 
In the Megillah, Queen Vashti is banished from the kingdom after she refuses to dance 
naked for her husband, King Ashahverosh, and his male friends. Vashti stood her ground 
and refused to be objectified and obey a man who did not value or respect her.  As 
Sheila Katz said in the JW magazine: “When we picture Queen Vashti being banished 
from the kingdom, let us picture her walking away with pride and contentment, as she is 
no longer with a man who did not respect her right to her own body.” Vashti should be 
recognised as an activist who called #TimesUp, and refused to be controlled by 
patriarchal power  
 
And what of Queen Esther? According to contemporary feminist interpretation, she 
should be celebrated as a leader and organiser who overcame sexual exploitation and 
empowered a marginalised people.  
 
In many Jewish communities, Purim has been used this year as a teaching tool to 
promote discussion about patriarchy and bring attention to the misuse of power in 
relationships. And to acknowledge that time is indeed up: to recognise and honour 
Vashti, who stood up for herself and all women who have been sexually harassed and 
bullied, and who refuse to be silenced. 

(continue from page 6, Robert) Rabbi Danny also introduced to us the idea of the book 
of Esther as a comic farce.  This is a recognisable concept for many of us, as the dressing 
up, the shouting at Haman, and the Purim spiel does have a familiar panto-type quality.   
 
After all, the book of Esther is about a well respected nation with well-functioning and 
stable systems of power, and it is farcical that a nation like that could be ruled by fickle 
King Achashverosh, who is obsessed with beauty competitions, values women only on 
the basis of their appearance, appears to agree with whichever advisor last spoke to 
him, and supports people taking revenge into their own hands with weapons, without 
any organised justice system. Sounds familiar? Given the sad parallels of much of this in 
the current political context, Purim this year gave some additional meaning to the 
phrase ‘life is a farce’. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LETTER FROM DANNY RICH 

By the time you read this Pesach will be nearly upon us and I will be about half way 
through my six-month secondment with Kehillah North London.  As we have begun to 
get to know each other, you will read elsewhere more about the appointment of 
Kehillah’s next permanent spiritual leader, Cantor Tamara Wolfson.  Although it is not 
technically my business, I know Tamara and believe that there are exciting times ahead 
for both parties. 
 
Both Kehillah and I knew that our working together would only be short term so there 
are no surprises as I return in the summer to my full-time post as Senior Rabbi at Liberal 
Judaism, and Kehillah opens a new chapter with Tamara. 
 
As the professional head of Liberal Judaism I spend at least two shabbatot per month 
away from home and in our constituent communities.  They range from our oldest and 
largest with its nearly 2000 members – the Liberal Jewish Synagogue at St John’s Wood 
– to new and growing communities of some dozen or so committed Liberal Jews.  Liberal 
Judaism covers 39 communities in four countries: Denmark, Ireland, Scotland and all 
parts of England from Manchester to Eastbourne, from Norwich to Bristol. 
 
The chance, however, to spend concentrated time in one community has been both a 
delight and a learning opportunity.  It has reminded me why I became – and insist on 
remaining first and foremost – a rabbi, and it has demonstrated to me that, within 
certain principles of, for example, egalitarianism and inclusion and with a single but 
flexible liturgy, Liberal Judaism remains a broad coalition of like-minded Jews and their 
families. 
Pesach recalls the great journey of the Children of Israel from the slavery of Egypt via 
the wilderness to the Promised Land.  Whilst there are no direct comparisons, Kehillah is 
on a journey from the founding wisdom of Rabbi Shulamit Ambalu via Danny Rich to the 
new pastures of Cantor Tamara Wolfson. 
 
This is a time of excitement and opportunity. Grasp it well! 

 

Services are held at: 
The New Community Rooms 

Spensley Walk 
Stoke Newington Church Street 

London 
N16 9ES 

Address for Correspondence: 
71-75 Shelton Street 

Convent Garden 
London 

WC2H 9JQ 

Administrator: kehillah.northlondon@yahoo.co.uk or 0770 635 4602 
Kehillah Management Committee Contact: 0759 402 1973 
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